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December 15,2016 

The Honorable Gale A. Brewer 
Office of the President of the Borough of Manhattan 
1 Centre Street, 19th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 

The Honorable Margaret Chin 
New York City Council 
250 Broadway, Suite 1882 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Borough President Brewer and Councilmember Chin, 

In 2013, then-Borough President Scott Stringer and Assembly Member Brian Kavanagh, in partnership with 
community partners, introduced the East River Blueway Plan, which detailed ideas to reimagine the waterfront 
along the East side of Manhattan from Brooklyn Bridge to East 38th Street. The Blueway plan put forth a 
concept for "Brooklyn Bridge Beach," a project highlighted for its potential to engage the East River by 
providing public in-water access at the base of the Brooklyn Bridge on the Manhattan side. 

Following the release of the plan, NYCEDC worked with Ocean and Coastal Consultants Engineering and 
SHoP Architects to complete a feasibility study of the proposed Brooklyn Bridge Beach concept. The study 
assessed the potential use of this site as a recreational water access facility and was an objective assessment of 
these topics in relation to this proposition: stability of the site by natural processes, artificial measures to 
stabilize or expand the site, impact on benthic habitat and species, impact on vessel navigation, impact from 
nearby development and marine structures, as well as environmental regulation and permitting implications. 

The results of the study concluded that the beach concept is not recommended due to safety concerns, 
regulatory issues, and limitations of the current budget under those constraints. Of particular concern are the 
East River's strong currents and wave action in this location, which are at times unsafe for swimmers and 
kayakers. The adjacent sewer outfalls and pile field are another limiting factor to a scope that would provide 
either unlimited or controlled access to the East River. Potential modifications to the area could likely change 
river currents and tidal action. 

Despite these challenges, we have every intention of creating a project that connects the community with the 
waterfront. We have already completed approximately one mile of waterfront esplanade that is enjoyed by the 
public on a daily basis. Improvements include the flagship two level Pier 15, various places to take in the view 
at the water' s edge and singular points where residents and visitors can 'step down' to the water while still 
being safely behind the esplanade's railing. Similar improvements can be achieved in the Brooklyn Bridge 
Beach project area. Elements like the 'lookouts', which come down to the water's edge, cantilevered 
'fishouts', and habitat enhancement that take advantage of the adjacent pile field are just a few examples of 
design elements that we could incorporate. 
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In the coming year, we will develop a scope for the project that we will discuss with your offices. Our goal is 
to put out a Request for Proposal for the design of a new buildable project that is satisfying to the community, 
and hope that the $3.SM allocated by each of your offices from the Brooklyn Bridge Beach project can be 
applied in a way that addresses the overarching goal of the Blueway Plan and the original Beach concept. 

We are excited about this opportunity and look forward to working with you to deliver a successful project that 
enlivens the waterfront and addresses community needs. 

If you have any questions, please follow up with Lynne Guey at 19uey@edc.nyc. 
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Seth Myers 
Executive Vice President & Director of Project Implementation 
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